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the last few years in the mountains of the upper Kolyma.
The mining region is connected by a new motor road with
the port of Nogayev and the small town of Magadan on the
coast of the Okhotsk Sea (see p. 325).
Verkhoyansk, situated on a terrace of the right bank of the
river Yana, is the most important settlement of the whole
region. It has a population of several hundred and possesses
such elements of civilization as a post-office and wooden
buildings \vith large glass windows, a club, library, school,
hospital, restaurant, and agricultural station. It is the chief
centre for the collection of furs and mammoth ivory, which
are sent by the winter sledge route over the mountains to
Yakutsk. In summer steamships from Vladivostock visit the
settlement. Within the last five years tin mines have been
opened near the to\vn, and in 1941 the population of Ver-
khoyansk and the surrounding district had grown to about
5000.
The Middle Lena and its Tributaries
Along the wide valley plains of the Lena above its junction
with the Vilui, in the valleys of the Vilui and the lower Aldan,
both cattle-rearing and agriculture have made rapid progress.
The Yakuts have for long cultivated small fields, mainly in
the steppe cislands' which are found on the river terraces.
By 1930 there were more than 100,000 acres1 of land under
crops, which w^ere divided as follows:
Acres
Barley .... 4O>775
Rye .... 35,815
Wheat .... 15,561
Oats .... 10,880
The growing season lasts for ninety to a hundred days,
grain being sown at the end of May, and drought presents a
serious problem to the farmer. There are also spring and
autumn frosts to contend with. The warm summer days and
1 By 1936 the area of land under cultivation had risen to 250,000 acres.
(For the acreages of the various crops, see table at pp. 222 and 223.)
In 1938 the Yakuts had 392,000 head of cattle and 162,700 horses.